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Ernst and Young Virtual Roundtable 
ICFNJ was excited to connect students with Ernst & Young (EY) in a new way. On August 4th, ICFNJ along with Ernst & Young professionals held 
a virtual roundtable, the first in a series of career roundtables, open to students seeking both traditional and innovative career options for their 
majors.
Ernst & Young LLP is a global leader in assurance, tax, transaction and advisory services. The insights and quality services they deliver help 
build trust and confidence in the capital markets and in economies the world over. EY develops outstanding leaders who team to deliver on 
their promises to stakeholders. In so doing, they play a critical role in building a better working world for our people, for our clients and for our 
communities. Twenty-eight (28) students were selected to sit at the virtual table. EY coordinated professionals to match the majors of students 
selected to participate.  Applicants were selected on a rolling basis based on certain criteria. The student and professional attendees reported that 
the virtual roundtable was both insightful and beneficial.
We look forward to offering more programming connecting students to industries and companies.

Higher Education Restart Toolkit Series
As discussed in last month’s newsletter, the Independent Colleges and Universities for New Jersey has developed a toolkit to assist its member 
institutions with their restart plans. The expertise, resources and innovative solutions offered by our member businesses addressed this complex 
endeavor and was shared through a series of informational sessions and resource launches. We recently wrapped up the Higher Education 
Restart Toolkit series with three additional webinars, bringing the series to a total of six webinars to aid our institutions with reopening.
On August 6th, we presented a webinar sponsored by Trane Technologies. This webinar discussed ways to prepare university facilities to operate 
under new conditions and meet industry recommendations and guidelines. It discussed options for developing a high quality plan to ensure that 
campuses are making the best decisions now and in the future. Special guest, Dr. Paula Love, the “Funding Doctor”, also shared her insights on 
funding options specifically for NJ higher education.  The webinar recording and slides are available for those who missed it.
On August 13th, the Restart Toolkit Series event was a webinar sponsored by Donnelly Construction and Facilities Solutions Group. The event 
discussed in detail the process and necessity of disinfecting College and University facilities with UV and Ionization. It also covered the utilization 
of UV and Needle Point Bi-Polar Ionization as a means to disinfect air and surfaces in colleges and universities.
The sixth and final webinar in our Restart Toolkit Series, which took place on August 20th, was sponsored by the Boston Consulting Group. This 
event discussed maximizing student experience and behavioral compliance while reopening in a pandemic. This webinar/discussion engaged 
university presidents and senior administrators responsible for academics, retention, compliance, and recruitment.  In the event you were unable 
to attend, we’ve made the slides available for your convenience.

Fall 2020 at our Institutions
On August 5th, the Presidents met with OSHE Interim Secretary Diana Gonzalez, who at the time confirmed that the State would likely be in Stage 
2 at the time that our schools will be reopening and that institutions should plan on opening under the guidelines laid out in Stage 2 (no in-person 
classes except for labs, clinicals and other classes where in-person instruction is not feasible). As a result of this meeting, on the week of August 
10th, many of our institutions announced that the vast majority of classes will be delivered virtually. 
On August 12th, Governor Phil Murphy signed an executive order authorizing pre-K through grade 12 schools, colleges and universities in the 
state to reopen for the upcoming academic year.  “As many of our colleges and universities have continued offering classes during the summer, 
in-person instruction may fully resume immediately, should institutions so desire, and so long as social distancing measures — among other 
protections — are strictly adhered to,” Murphy said. “Any student who chooses to continue remote learning must be accommodated. We have held 
ongoing discussions with the leaders throughout the higher education system, and they are ready for this step.” 
Following the August 12th executive order, some of our institutions have reverted back to the HyFlex model (partially in-person, partially remote), 
while others have decided to reopen offering mostly virtual classes.  To date, 4 of our 14 institutions have decided to offer primarily remote classes 
for the Fall 2020 semester.

CARES Funds Distribution
The state distributed $150 million in CARES Act money to public and private four-year and two-year colleges and universities last week. All 
schools were able to receive money, though public institutions received far more aid than privates. Lou Manzione and Dave Rousseau along with 
University Presidents worked together to express the disappointment of our fourteen nonprofit independent college and universities in Governor 
Murphy’s announcement that only $1 million of the $150 million in federal CARES Act funding was being allocated to our sector. This represents 
ONLY 0.67% of the funding; a very small share that does not equate to the overall students that we serve as well as the underrepresented and 
low-income students that attend our institutions - both metrics that the Governor stated would be used to distribute the funding.  They composed 
a letter to the Governor and invited Murphy’s staff to discuss this issue further. AICUNJ is awaiting a response.

19th Annual Golf Outing Cancellation
As our students return to virtual classrooms and adhere to strict social distancing guidelines, ICFNJ has decided to lead by example and cancel 
the 19th Annual Golf Outing, in the interest of everyone’s health. The decision was not easy because the need of students has grown to new levels 
given the economic downturn introduced during the pandemic.
By taking a year off from the Golf Outing, which was originally scheduled for September 14th, we hope to secure funds without expenses to help 
students facing unprecedented financial hardships—students looking to change a cycle of poverty through education. Our students and their 
families have made sacrifices including foregoing food and basic necessities. They have no reserve to meet new financial challenges. 
ICFNJ is reaching out to past Golf Outing sponsors in an effort to transition event sponsorship to Emergency Aid Funding, which benefits independent 
college students by helping them address unexpected financial circumstances created by a sudden health emergency; an unexpected loss of 
income or introduced expense; death in the family or other family emergency; transportation disrup-tion; or rent in arrears or a risk of eviction. 
Please direct any questions regarding the Golf Outing and/or the Emergency Aid Fund to MaryAlice Breuninger.

Student Voices
ICFNJ continues to support the students of NJ’s Independent Colleges and Universities, and in turn those students continue to pay it forward.  
With your help we are creating a powerful snowball of positivity.  Here is a note that we recently received from ICFNJ Scholar, Rohan Shah, from 
Princeton’s Class of 2020:

“I hope you and your family are well. I graduated from Princeton University with an A.B. in Molecular Biology and Certificate in Entrepreneurship. 
In September, I’ll be joining the biopharmaceutical industry as the Chief of Staff to the Global Heads of Oncology R&D at Eli Lilly where I’ll focus 
on clinical development, discovery strategy, regulatory affairs, and business development. Interestingly, my first few months will be devoted to 
advancing the clinical development of COVID-19 antibody therapeutics. 
Given all the craziness around COVID-19 and school, I have not, unfortunately, been in as much contact as I would have hoped with the ICFNJ. 
I feel incredibly fortunate to be awarded the Novartis Science Scholarship and the Celgene Sol J. Barer Scholarship during my time at Princeton 
and would love to give back. Since I’ll be in on the frontlines of the biopharmaceutical industry, I would be more than happy to communicate more 
of my story, mentor other students, or help out in any other way. I would be eager to be an ambassador for the foundation and the positive merits 
of its scholarships.”

We are grateful for scholars like Rohan and we look forward to taking him up on his offer as we continue this work!  As always, we thank you for 
your commitment to student success and for your dedicated support of the Independent College Fund of New Jersey.
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